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1925-2025 Centenary Quiz 

The year 2025 marks the centenary year of several occasions in Beloved 

Meher Baba’s physical ministry as the Avatar of the Age; some of the 

important events are mentioned here: 

MEHER CHARITABLE DISPENSARY AND HOSPITAL:  

The Meher Charitable Dispensary and Hospital was opened on 

Saturday, March 21, 1925. This day happened to be the Persian New 

Year of Jamshed-e-Navroz (the day when the sun enters the vernal 

equinox). These facilities were located in the Mess Quarters (later 

known as the (old) Dharamshala) which the mandali had repaired in 

1923 and again during the ghamela yoga phase in 1924.  

Many Zoroastrian devotees came to Meherabad and a grand feast 

was held. As requested by Baba, Rustom K. Irani and his father, 

Kaikhushru Sarosh Irani performed the opening ceremony of the 

dispensary and hospital — unlocking the door with a decorated key. 

The local villagers assembled and were informed that all persons 

suffering affliction – no matter of what religion, caste or creed – 

would be treated free of charge. Those who required hospitalization 

would be kept at Meherabad, and all arrangements would be 

provided for their food and clothing. 
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Meher Baba outside the Old Dharamshala in Lower Meherabad  
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Image of Old Dharamshala (right side of image) in Lower Meherabad  
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HAZRAT BABAJAN SCHOOL: 

Opening of the Hazrat Babajan School was on March 25, with classes 

up to the seventh standard (grade). Courses were taught in Marathi, 

but elementary English was also taught. In the beginning, Arjun D. 

Supekar was appointed the school's director, and Vishnu Master 

became the teacher for the Harijan children. Joshi and Bapu Gahile 

taught the Brahmin and Maratha children's classes. Besides teaching, 

Arjun and Vishnu were to look after the children's food and health. 

At first the school was made of simple bamboo matting, but later it 

was expanded into a high school with walls of tin sheets. The once 

quiet atmosphere at Meherabad was rapidly changing. More 

teachers were employed as the necessity arose. The first teachers 

included Pandurang S. Deshmukh (Pandoba), Gaikwad, Jhagirdar, 

Yeshwant L. Mehendarge (Bhausaheb), Goma Ganesh Krishna 

Pathak, Rajoop and R. R. Shinde. Of Baba's mandali, in addition to 

Vishnu and Arjun, Chanji (Framroz Dadachanji, Baba’s first Secretary) 

was also ordered to serve as a teacher whenever he was at 

Meherabad. Eventually, there were almost 200 children in the 

school. 
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BEGINNING OF BABA’S SILENCE: 

Baba commenced His unique Silence on July 10, which lasted for over 

forty-three and a half years until He dropped His body on January 31, 

1969. More about Baba’s Silence is mentioned later. More about 

baba’s Silence is in the latter part of the document. 

 

WRITING OF THE BOOK: (Inside the Jhopdi) 

Baba started writing ‘The Book’ from July 13 in His Jhopdi, three days 

after He started observing silence on July 10.  
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Baba’s Jhopdi 

 

The Book is a manuscript that was written during 1925-1926 in Baba’s 

own handwriting. Although He wrote in the mornings after His 

supervisory duties were over, He would sometimes retire to the 

Jhopdi and continue His writing during the day, with the door of the 

Jhopdi closed.  Baba would spend several hours a day writing the 

Book in this small cabin, but did not reveal its contents. He 

announced in 1927: "The big book I have written will be the future 

Bible, Koran, Avesta and Veda, as it will be universally accepted by all 

castes and creeds. I have stopped writing anything after finishing this 

great work and hence it has force." The manuscript was sealed in a 

black box under lock and key.  
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Meher Baba carried the manuscript with Him to the West in 1931. 

Mahatma Gandhi was travelling on the same ship S. S. Rajputana.  

Upon Gandhi’s request, Baba handed him a few pages to read. The 

manuscript was also taken to the United States. It was then brought 

back to India and put into the care of His disciples Ramjoo Abdulla, 

Sarosh Irani and Kaka Baria with instructions that it be kept in a safe 

deposit locker under their names in the Central Bank of India, Main 

Branch in Bombay. The manuscript remained there for the next 

several years. When Baba was in Bombay again, He instructed 

Ramjoo to bring the Book to Him. Since then (1958)   its whereabouts 

are not known to anyone.  

On January 25, 1969, just six days before Baba's dropping His body, 

Eruch Jessawala asked Baba, "What about Your book?" Baba assured 

him, "It is in good hands." But He did not convey with whom. Baba 
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did not reveal what He was writing in His book or allow anyone to 

read its contents. The book was thought to have been completed 

during Baba’s second stay in Sai Darbar in 1926, but a few more 

points were added during Baba's stay on Meherabad Hill, and the 

final material was completed inside the small Table Cabin. Baba 

stopped writing from 2nd January 1927, except for putting His 

signature or initials, where required. 

 

Makan-e-Khas: 

The number of disciples and workers at Meherabad was rapidly 

increasing. During the previous few months, the number of men 

mandali had increased so much that a new residence was built for 

them. It was a 30-foot square shed-like building, constructed of tin 

sheets. In a row of its long hall Baba allotted a place to each for 

bedding and trunks, leaving a space in the center where His seat was 

placed. Baba named the new building Makan-e-Khas — House of the 

Chosen Ones. On Friday, 4 September 1925, the building was ready 

for occupancy and a housewarming was held where all were served 

tea and bhujias (pakodas). 

Makan-e-Khas was built opposite the Post Office building, next to the 

temporary quarters occupied by the teachers, Dr. Karkal, and a few 

members of the mandali with their families. The Post Office 

verandah, where some of the mandali had been sleeping, was 
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extended and turned into a storeroom for supplies. Gustadji was the 

storekeeper and resided in the storeroom. Kaka Shahane and his wife 

Manutai and their children lived in the Family Quarters in Arangaon. 

Ramjoo and Ghani, who lived near Lonavla, were frequent visitors. 

Adi Sr. stayed in Khushru Quarters for some time and would come 

almost every day with his mother, Gulmai. Rustom and Freiny were 

also living at Khushru Quarters at the time, as Freiny was expecting 

their second child. 

 

Shree Upasni Serai: 

The Upasni Serai, a temporary pilgrim facility, to accommodate small 

number of daily pilgrims, was inaugurated on Sunday, 20 September, 

and Baba directed Waman, the tailor, to deliver the opening address. 

When he stood up to speak, he was so nervous that he began 

sweating profusely. Despite much coaxing, Waman could not utter 

anything distinctly and began stammering. Finally, he haltingly spoke 

one line congratulating Baba for opening the dharamshala. Everyone 

cheered and enjoyed the amusing incident. Afterward, according to 

Baba's instructions, Vishnu explained in Marathi the object and 

purpose of the wayfarer's inn, and all were given sweets as prasad. 

The site of Shree Upasni Serai was a distance away from the entrance 

of the present MPC. 
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One evening an old man showed up for Baba's darshan. It was 

evident that he was not well and Baba received him compassionately. 

When Baba inquired about his health, the man avoided the topic and 

only expressed his great joy at meeting the Master. Baba arranged 

for his medical treatment, however, and kept him in Upasni Serai for 

the night. Baba went to see him three or four times during the night, 

and the last time Baba went, it seemed as if the old man had been 

waiting for His arrival. Opening his eyes, he looked at Baba for a long 

time until he was satisfied. His eyes were full of tears as Baba placed 

his hand on his forehead. Moments later, the man breathed his last. 

"He had specially come to see Me," Baba remarked. "His journey is 

now over.” 

 

TABLE HOUSE: 

Baba had ordered Gangaram Pawar, a Christian carpenter from 

Arangaon and notably His first disciple in Arangaon (later nicknamed 

‘Ajoba’ by Baba), to construct a large teakwood table, 153/4 feet long, 

53/4 feet wide and 41/4 high. Attached underneath it, he was to build 

a small cabin of the same width, but only 8 feet long, 3 feet high with 

21/4 feet wide entrance door. The Table House (also referred to as 

Table Cabin) was built in such a way that nobody can stand upright 

and there was very little head space in a sitting posture. It was first 

kept near the Post Office building, but on October 4, it was moved 
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under the neem tree opposite the Jhopdi. On Sunday, October 11, 

after Angal Pleader's usual Puranic recitation in the morning, Baba 

and the mandali were treated to tea and sweets in the afternoon in 

the village, and then participated in the annual dinner held in honour 

of the saint Buaji Bua's death anniversary. When Baba returned from 

Arangaon, He left the Jhopdi and began spending the night in ‘the 

cupboard’ of the Table House. From that day on, He wrote 

continually inside that cramped space. 

When Baba moved into the Table Cabin, He began fasting, declaring 

that He would remain only on water and weak tea without milk for 

an indefinite period. He forbade all to come near His new abode and 

said He would no longer be able to spare time for sports or games. 

Baba would sit inside the small Table House to write His book, but 

when meetings were held with the mandali, He would go to Makan-

e-Khas or to the school verandah.  

When Baba’s Ashram temporarily moved to Toka, the Table Cabin 

was also shifted there on May 30, 1928 for Baba's stay. It was 

transported in a cart pulled by four oxen. 
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Photo by Padri showing Baba’s Table House and the Dhuni pit 

(Seen between the viewer and the tree trunk). (Photo courtesy of the 

MSI Collection) 
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DHUNI LIT FOR THE FIRST TIME: 

Although it was monsoon season, there had been a severe shortage 

of rain thus far. In early November 1925, villagers from neighbouring 

areas approached Baba with a request for rain, as there was a scarcity 

of drinking water and a danger that their rabi (autumn) crops might 

fail due to the prolonged drought. Baba advised them to be patient. 

On the night of November 10, after a day of exhausting activity, Baba 

was in the midst of a discussion with the mandali near the Table Cabin 

when the villagers came again. Once again they beseeched Baba for 

rain, and after Upasni Maharaj's arti was sung, Baba ordered a pit to 
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be dug and a dhuni (sacred fire) to be lit. The fire was started at 

eleven that night. Afterward, Baba informed the villagers, "God has 

heard your prayers. Now go straight home." Although there had been 

no clouds in the sky prior to the lighting of the dhuni, an hour later 

heavy rain fell. The showers lasted for fifteen hours and the villagers' 

crops were saved. 

The next day Baba asked each of the mandali to compose a poem 

about the dhuni. The school was closed for the afternoon and the 

poems of all were read aloud. Rustom K. Irani won first prize; Padri, 

(Faredoon Driver) second; Pandoba, one of the teachers at the 

school, third; and Kisan Master, also a schoolteacher, won fourth. 

Baba immediately composed these lines about the dhuni in Gujarati, 

with a few Hindi stanzas included: Loose English translation as given 

in Lord Meher is given below: 

My pen has not the strength to sing your praise. 

At the first glow of your flame there was rain! How marvelous is 

your gift! 

To cool your radiant blaze, God Himself, in honor of you, showered 

rain for hours on end. May you come to the rescue of thousands. 

May you receive the blessings of the poor. To those who pray to 

you, may you give protection. 

You have the attributes of a wali. He who loses himself in you 

becomes like you. 
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Wonderful is your effect; wonderful is your play! Wonderful is your 

nature! 

Yours is the gift which nurtures or destroys. The seed you fructify, 

while the tree you uproot — Both are your blessings. 

One who uses you with care can cook hundreds of dishes. 

But to the ignorant who treat you carelessly, you are a calamity. 

You are like the wali, full of virtues as well as faults. You make one 

swim and another drown — such is your nature! 

The whole region of Ahmednagar was without water. But at the 

perfect time you rewarded the labour of the farmer. 

In the form of fire you were hot. By becoming water you were cool. 

As those near you were warmed by your flame, so also was the 

world made happy by your light. 

When you have surrendered to Baba, let your lips be sealed. 

Brave are those who serve at the feet of the Sadguru. Limitless is 

your greatness, O Dhuni! 

Only rishis and munis can fathom you. You made Beheram sleep 

and the sky weep. 

Your warmth melted the heavens, wetting my sadra and coat. 

You are the real servant of the Sadguru. Stay near Him always! 

Difficult was it to live in the heat of the famine and it made you 

sweat. 

You are the true slave of the Master, a fiery rod in my cool hands! 
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 (Photo courtesy of MN Publications) 

 

Baba instructed that the Dhuni should be lit on the 12th of every 

month, beginning in December 1941, which is being continued ever 

since. 

 

During the 1955 Sahavas Baba said, “On the 12th of every month a 

Dhuni is lit, and today at six o’clock we will be present there. The 

human mind is full of infinite thoughts. This mind is finite, but its 

thoughts are infinite. So burn your desires and thoughts in the Dhuni 
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today. At least let one thought of either lust, greed or anger be burnt 

in it.” 

 

Sai Darbar: 

 

Artist’s rendition of Sai Darbar. (Courtesy Avatar Meher Baba Trust) 

 

The number of people coming for the Master's darshan increased to 

such an extent that seating at the programs became a problem. In 

response, Baba selected a spot near the Post Office and gave 

instructions to erect a large hall, 96 feet long and 66 feet wide. 

Named after his Master, Sai Baba, it was called Sai Darbar (Sai's 

Court). Baba laid the foundation for it on Sunday, 29 November, in 

the presence of hundreds who had come for his darshan. 

Built under Ajoba's supervision, Sai Darbar was made of bamboo 

matting and corrugated iron sheets. At one end a stage was 

constructed for performances. The large building was completed a 

month later, and Baba began giving darshan inside it during large 
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functions and celebrations. Later, the last part of his book was 

written in Sai Darbar. 

 

MEHERA IS MY RADHA: 

In the same year, (1925) one day on the Post Office verandah, Baba 

told Mehera the story of Radha and Krishna and said, "As Krishna's 

love was for Radha, so is My love for you. You love Me as Radha loved 

Krishna." A few days later, Baba declared before all the women 

mandali, "Mehera is My Radha. Her love is unique. She is most special 

to Me." 
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MORE ON BABA’S SILENCE 

Perhaps none of His lovers – past and present – could authoritatively 

say what was the purpose behind Baba’s Silence and what He meant 

by the breaking of His Silence. Even the close mandali were not 

unanimous in their opinion on this issue. We quote, in parts, Baba’s 

Secretary Adi K. Irani’s words, “Beyond our perceptions of seeing, 

feeling and imagining, we do not know what His Silence really is. The 

Silence that He bears upon Himself is vicarious self-suffering 

absorbing the shocks of the world. . .” At another time, Adi states, 

“The entire subject of Meher Baba's Silence and His promises to 

break it is far, far beyond my comprehension. For me, it is one of the 

most sublime and subtle aspects of His spiritual work, and that's all I 

can say.”  

So, one can see that even one of His closest disciples admits his utter 

helplessness and inability to decipher the meaning behind Baba’s 

Silence. 

Nonetheless, certain areas of Baba’s Silence are fairly well accepted 

in the Baba community and there is unanimity that Baba, being the 

Avatar of the Age, the Highest of the high, the Creator of all, is Perfect 

in all respects and He has nothing more to gain or to achieve and 

hence He has no need for any austerity or spiritual sadhana. It 

naturally follows, therefore, that the observance of His almost forty-
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four years of Silence, was not for the Creator’s own benefit but for 

the betterment of and love for the creatures of His creation, which 

includes humanity.  

It is also fairly well understood and accepted that He has freely and 

voluntarily enforced upon Himself this self-imposed binding and 

consequent suffering in order to free us from our bindings of Maya 

and resultant suffering. Baba’s beloved Mehera, the most intimate 

woman disciple, tells us how much His Silence increased His suffering 

and contributed to His sense of helplessness. Baba’s beloved Mehera 

says that Baba's nature was happy and cheerful. He loved to talk and 

to sing and laugh, but after undertaking Silence, Baba could not utter 

a word. What a stupendous self-binding! She further states that Baba 

had a great sense of humor, but if He wanted to convey something 

humorous, He would have to point to the letters on the alphabet 

board. And by the time He had finished saying it, half the fun was lost. 

Baba loved to laugh, but even that sound of laughter He denied 

Himself and had to hold it back.  

This aspect of Baba’s suffering, through His observing Silence, is also 

highlighted by Upasni Maharaj, when the two met in a secluded spot 

at a place called Dahigaon, after a lapse of many years. In that 

meeting, Maharaj begged of Baba to give up His Silence, saying that 

this Silence has brought upon Him untold suffering. But Baba 
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responded saying that He has come to suffer and that His work was 

of utmost importance to Him. Maharaj was helpless. This meeting 

took place in October 1941 and Maharaj dropped His body in 

December of the same year.  

It is pertinent to note that when Baba gave out messages, many of 

them were cryptic and filled with mystical ambiguity. This was 

particularly so with regard to His statements on the breaking of His 

Silence. He would often use His own language which was un-

understandable to our limited minds. And herein lay the importance 

of Hafiz’s couplet: “About what you hear from the Master, never say 

it is wrong, for my dear, the fault lies in your own incapacity to 

understand Him.” Baba often cautioned us time and time again, “Do 

not try to understand Me. My depth is unfathomable. Just love Me.”  

Before beginning His Silence, one of the teachers in His school 

pleaded with Baba that if He became silent, people would no longer 

have the opportunity of hearing what He had to declare, and the 

world would be deprived of His teachings. Baba’s profound response 

was, “I have come not to teach but to awaken.” These were to be 

Baba’s last words to anyone outside of His circle. The profundity of 

this statement can be gauged from the fact that it has been declared 

at the start of His “Universal Message” and also engraved on Baba’s 

Tombstone. This primary statement should give us some clue that the 
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observance and breaking of His Silence has to do with the heart and 

not the mind, something to do with awakening – His awakening 

within our hearts.  

An incident in Bombay (now Mumbai) corroborates with this 

sentiment of awakening. Once Arnavaz Dadachanji, one of Baba’s 

close disciples, along with some family members, had visited Narayan 

Maharaj who had come to Mumbai. Arnavaz told Maharaj that her 

uncle, meaning Chanji, (Baba’s first Secretary) was staying with 

Meher Baba. As soon as Maharaj heard Meher Baba’s Baba’s name, 

He said, “I’ve heard Meher Baba is keeping Silence. Why is He keeping 

Silence? Why don’t you make Him speak with the intensity of your 

love?”  

One of Baba’s messages says, “When the Word of My Love breaks 

out of its Silence and speaks in your hearts, telling you who I really 

am, you will then know that that is the Real Word you have always 

been wanting to hear.” One could perhaps interpret it thus – that 

once you are convinced in your heart about Baba’s Godhood, He has 

broken His Silence in your heart. 

On the subject of silence, while Baba has issued several statements 

and circulars, apparently contradictory at times, we will contain 

ourselves to only those messages which are in sync with our theme 
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of linking Baba’s Silence with His suffering and the breaking of His 

Silence within the heart of every being. 

Baba says, “I am never silent. I speak eternally. The voice that is heard 

deep within the Soul is My voice – the voice of inspiration, of 

intuition, of guidance. To those who are receptive to this voice, I 

speak.” Here Baba emphasises upon the receptivity of the heart to 

the intuitive voice within us. Baba had once proclaimed that in the 

past, the transition was from sensation to reason, now in this advent, 

it would be from reason to intuition. It is understood that Baba’s gift 

to humanity during this advent is intuition.  

“I have come to remind all people that they should live on earth as 

the children of One Father until My Grace awakens them to the 

realization that they are all one without a second, and that all 

divisions and conflict and hatred are but a shadow-play of their own 

ignorance . . . I shall break My Silence, and, with My Word of words 

arouse My children to realize in their lives, the indivisible Existence 

which is God. 

“When I break My Silence, the hearts of all those who have come in 

contact with Me will be ignited with love. 

“Things that are Real are given and received in silence. 
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“I am the Divine Beloved who loves you more than you can ever love 

yourself. The breaking of My Silence will help you to help yourself in 

knowing your Real Self.” 

Once a lover of Baba asked Him whether they would be informed of 

the time and place of the breaking of His Silence. Baba looked 

amused and with His characteristic smile replied, “To ask whether My 

followers will be informed of the time and place of the breaking of 

My Silence would be ridiculous, and in itself would show that the 

significance of the breaking of My Silence has not been truly 

understood.” This again gives us a clue that the breaking of Baba’s 

Silence is not to be considered an event in time and space but rather 

something mystic. 

Ramjoo Abdulla, one of Baba’s early disciples, tells how once in the 

early years, Baba arranged to break His Silence in the presence of 

several mandali members. They hiked strenuously for several days to 

reach a very remote location where Baba arranged them in a circle 

with their backs toward Him some 50 feet away. When He clapped, 

they were to turn and He would speak. He clapped, they turned, but 

nobody heard Him utter a sound. Questioned, He replied with a 

question of His own, "Do you not know I am always speaking?" 
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Baba says, “The moment I started observing Silence, I started 

simultaneously breaking My Silence in the hearts of those who are 

ready to receive My love.” 

This, perhaps, is a clear demonstration of the futility of our 

expectation from Baba to break His Silence within the time-space 

continuum.   

Another incident took place in the USA in 1932. He promised to break 

His Silence at the prestigious Hollywood Bowl on returning from 

China. Exhaustive arrangements were made including grand 

publicity, but Baba never did return to USA from China, but came 

back to India. Later, in reference to His canceled plans to break His 

Silence in the Hollywood Bowl, Baba said to His British disciple, Delia 

DeLeon, “Did you think I would speak on a definite date in a large hall 

before a crowd of people?” At another time, still in reference to 

Hollywood Bowl, He said to one of His close disciples, “Imagine your 

having fallen for that one!” 

Once someone passed an oblique remark that things do not happen 

as You say they will, hinting at Baba’s not honoring His promise of 

breaking His Silence on the date given. Baba’s eyes sparkled, and with 

a chuckle He gestured, "You know, when I was in school, I was good 

in all subjects, except arithmetic. That must be why I have trouble 

with dates and years!" A brilliant Avataric joke!  
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When Herbert Davy told Baba, “You promise to speak, but You do not 

do it. What will the world think of You?" Baba's very poignant reply 

quoted in parts: “. . . According to the moral code of the world, one's 

word or promise is considered by mankind to be sacred. But He who 

has gone beyond time, space, cause and effect is not limited by 

anything. For Him, there is no such thing as bondage. The infinite 

cannot be bound by anything finite, however sublime the aim may 

be. This means that one cannot limit the limitless! 

“For this reason and without your asking, I give you promises and 

your aim will be fulfilled at the proper time. But I also know that a 

promise can be a time-serving device. It is not meant for fulfillment, 

but necessitated by circumstances. It is a demand of the situation and 

so I do not care for its resultant reaction. 

“Therefore, I do not worry about the world's criticism or its terrible 

slander and harm to My work, for not keeping My promise. I 

purposely create and court such opposing reactions and nurture 

them. Such an opposition is required for My work to give it a great 

punch. I am beyond praise and slander, and they do not affect Me in 

the least. 

“I am the Truth. No amount of voluminous praise will raise Me higher, 

nor can any carping criticism pull Me down. I am what I am and will 
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ever be so. Whatever I do, I do for My work, which encompasses and 

sees to the welfare of all.” 

While Meher Baba did not establish any special ongoing requirement 

of His followers to keep silence, the majority of His lovers love to keep 

silence on the tenth of July every year, on an informal and voluntary 

basis, honouring His last wish with regard to observance of Silence 

from the midnight of July 9 to the midnight of July 10 according to 

the local time.  

Remembering Adi K. Irani’s words, “The skeptics would believe in 

Baba because of it, while we believe in Baba in spite of it . . . Love 

accommodates contradictions, reconciles paradoxes, and shines 

forth with a purity which cannot be gainsaid. Once one is blessed with 

the insight love provides, one's faith in the God-Man's divine status 

is not affected by the intellectual conundrums of others.” 

 

A V A T A R   M E H E R   B A B A   K I   J A I 
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The material incorporated in this document is for educational purposes 

only and have been sourced mainly from www.avatarmeherbabatrust.org, 

Lord Meher – The Biography of the Avatar of the Age Meher Baba, Mandali 

Talks, Mehera-Meher, and Gift of God.  

Avatar Meher Baba Perpetual Public Charitable Trust, Ahilyanagar, 

Maharashtra, India are the copyright holders of all of Baba’s quotes and 

messages.  

Photographs credits to the respective copyright holders. 

http://www.avatarmeherbabatrust.org/

